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RHYTHM GUITARIST AND SINGER WANTED NonCGrata
IN WDM AREA Alt Metal

This interview is with Joe (Vocals) of NonGrata.

Coin, a rock band based in the West

Oliver: How did NonGrata form?

L L J Joe: Originally we formed while we were college students at the Universit
Des MOlneS a rea ls Seeklng a I,-I"]y-t}qm of Iowa.gMost Zf us had been in cover bands beore but never had written d
original music. It was something we all wanted to do and finally had the
(:()r11223(:1: opportunity. As life goes, people get jobs, start families, and move away
which makes it difficult to continue being in a band. In 2021 we had a

complete overhaul with an almost entirely new lineup and have been

guitarist and a lead singer.

them using the email below 1 grinding forward ever since.

Oliver: NonGrata means not approved, not welcome, etc. Why did you decide
to name your band NonGrata, and in what ways does the word NonGrata apply
to you all?

th 1 ] 573 ] 1 Joe: Obviously coming up with a band name that fits is one of the most
erea CO1n @gmal . com important aspects to starting a band. When we started in Iowa City there
was no real “scene” for us to fit into. We weren’t heavy enough for the
thrash/death metal scene and we were to heavy for the college rock/alt
scene. We didn’t really feel that we fit in anywhere. We had to carve our
H N b l n H d C l n r " own path, make our own connections and branch out to places we didn’t
a y e S O e ea ea e really plan on. This feeling of being ostracized wasn’t new for me. I grew
up in several small rural schools. We moved around a lot and I got really
used to being the “new kid” who didn’t really fit in anywhere. I had a few
close friends but never really felt like I had found my tribe, until we
near the Iowa border who released "Head Cleaner" started NonGrata. This is what connects the rest of the band, it’s all
about finding the people who make you the best version of yourself. Having
each other’s back and conquering the world together.

Hayes Noble is an alt-noise band out of Illinois,

on Febuary 17th, 2023. "Head Cleaner" opens up

strong, with "I'm So Tired", a wonderfull wall of

. . Oliver: In November of 2022, you released “Frontlines”. What inspired it?
noise. Track three, my personal favorite,

"Sprawl" which is a wonderful song. It starts Joe: If it’'s not obvious from the lyrics, Frontlines is an extremely
. . ) . political song. That song was written about 6 months into the global
with a beautiful melodic J.ntro, and then shutdown during the Covid-19 pandemic. Like many people in the country, I
transfers later into the song it becomes a was pissed off, I was confused, I was scared. When I wrote those lyrics, I
was channeling all those feelings of frustration at the fact that we live
wonderful, chaotic nOiSY mess. Overall, "Head in a country where our leaders are so hellbent on personal gain that they

Cleaner" is a fuzz driven album with everything choose t-:o negZ-Lect the people and whzjlt is }'Jest fO].:- the country.
“Frontlines” is very much a theoretical middle finger that says, “you know
you could want: feedback noises (from the bass what? We’'re tired of the corruption and lies. If you want something done,

do it yourself. Because we are over it.

ai

and guitar!), calm moments, intense moments, and

just general noisey—ness juxtaposed with calm Oliver: Onto a few of my final questions, you’ve released 4 singles in the
vocals. past 12 months, can we expect an EP or LP from you any time soon?
Joe: That's definitely on the horizon this year! We have some really
amazing things coming. We’re planning to finish recording this spring and
have a bigger release planned for late summer/early fall. It seems like a
long wait but we have some great stuff coming out before that bigger
release as well that'’s going to be a bunch of fun.
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tunes. As such, the two of us began to work on a couple. She took them out
live and they went over very well. We decided to record them, but wanted
to make them more than just a voice and a guitar, so we brought in our
friends to help. Those friends were Zacky Massacre, Scott A.D., JJ Wolf,
and former Grave Corps keyboardist, Erich Allan Poe. As we were in the
middle of that session, our original singer shared that he was ready to
step down and focus more on his personal and family life. At that point,
it was clear that it was time for Traci to take up the mantle. The
predicament then became — under what banner does it make the most sense to
release these songs?? Our producer, Travis Huisman at Catamount Studios,
said “You can call it whatever you want, but these are definitely Grave
Corps songs'. Heeding his advice, we decided to claim the release under
the banner it was hiding behind the entire time — Grave Corps. I love that
you picked up on a difference in writing though! What you’re hearing is a
new cowriter into the process. Traci’s addition to the lyrical side of
things shift things to a darker, more emotional focus. I'm the primary
lyricist in the group, but I love collaborating. What she brings to the
table helps keep it fresh and introduces a new perspective into the
storytelling. Inspired by the “Fear Street” series, Traci wanted to tell
the tale of a woman being falsely accused of witchcraft and getting her
revenge. Together, we brought a very cool story to life.

Oliver: Grave Corps started off as a more Horror Punk band, but to me it
feels like it's evolved into a Horror Punk/Rock n Roll band, still with
elements of punk but with it being less prevalent. What prompted this
change?

Kodie Krypt: I think that’s part of the natural evolution of a band. We
have always had a broad range of influences. Yes, The Misfits are kind of
always the biggest, but we also come to horror by way of Alice Cooper, Rob
Zombie, Murderdolls, Ghost, W.A.S.P., but we have a healthy love of many
other things like Slayer, Motley Criie, Kiss, My Chemical Romance, Shooter
Jennings, Prince, Hatebreed and a bunch of other stuff. Varying talent
levels, increased songwriting abilities, and several line up changes
ultimately opened the door for us to make adjustments musically.
Additionally, none of us have side projects. This level of attention and
focus allows us to bring all of our ideas to the table, put it through the
common theme of horror, and really make any kind of song we want. This
approach has also helped us cultivate a very unique and diverse catalog.
We'’'ve heard people compare certain songs in our catalog to The Misfits,
Slayer, Meatloaf, Monster Magnet, Elvis, Rob Zombie, Avenged Sevenfold,
and even Fleetwood Mac. It doesn’t always make sense on paper, but totally
does in our heads. There is an ongoing joke in the band that we often
think about when playing live— We're too punk for metal shows, too metal
for punk shows, and too rock n’ roll for everything else. That, in
essence, i1s what you get with Grave Corps— a little bit of everything. We
wear that like a badge of honor.

Oliver: Hopes for the Iowa scene?

Kodie Krypt - Same hopes as always— for it to continue to grow and
prosper. There are so many talented artists in this state. Getting to see
the up and coming bands is one of the many reasons we love to play all
over. Seeing everyone with such different influences come together to put
on an event and uplift each other in the process is something we love
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Safe Space

Rap NuMetal

This is a edited interview that was recorded and uploaded to
ThrashPandaMedia's and the Iowa Outcast Zine youtube channels.

This interview is with AJ Williams, Joey Denton, John Denton, and
Grant Walters.

Oliver: How did safe space form?

Joey: I lived in Minneapolis and moved down here for the pandemic and then
we had to quartine for month and I was like "I'm gonna learn bass or I'm
gonna be really good at video games at the end of this, and I chose to
learn bass." And John, he's always been doing his rapping stuff and
wantedd to be in a metal band. We knew a lot of guitarists, we knew a lot
of drummers and we needed a bassist so I learned bass. SO as soon s that
happened, I was playing around with some System of a Down and I came up
with a lick that turned out to be Amythest, all the riffs for Amythest
came in one day and John was like "Oh, whats this?" And for three hours,
we basically made this entire song and took it to our producer Reed (Reed
Warren), and we had one song done and we were like: Lets keep making more
songs, and about three months later we found Grant, and then we got the
idea of doing a duo vocalist after seeing a show of Dropout Kings and we
were like, this is exacly what we want to do. Rap, screaming, singing, we
want all that stuff.

John: and the first band we all loved was Linkin Park. and so it was kinda
just natural push to to emulate them in some way, so its kinda a natural
push for people who listen to us in some way to say , "Oh, you're kinda
like a heavier Linkin Park." And I will take that compliment till the day
I die.

Oliver: You've released a new single. when can we expect a EP or LP from
you all?

Joey: Actually, we're working on the first album, its gonna be about 9
songs, its called Human Nature. We haven't had a release time yet, we're
hoping sometime in the summer. The main origin of it is to show and
compare what its like for our envoirmental sake, and that our Earth needs
a lot of help

Grant: SO were working on our first studio album now, and the title of it
is called "Human Nature", and its all about raising awareness for our
planet, which is kinda going down a downward spiral just in terms of
climaye change and pollution, and how we all need to play our part in
saving our planet for future generations. We're also tying in specific
natural disasters with specific issues of human psycology and sociology.
For example, Tidal Wave is all about depression and Earthquake is all
about anxiety, actually we named the song "Fractured". That's our first
single. The record is coming together really well.

Oliver: Do you have any hopes for the Iowa scene, at the moment?
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